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TESTIMONY OF
SARAH M. RiCHARDS, PRESIDENT

HAWAII THEATRE CENTER

TO: CouncilmanNestorGarcia,Chair,Budget Committee
CouncilmanGaryOkino, Vice Chair,BudgetCommittee
CouncilmanDukeBainum, CommitteeMember
CouncilmanCharlesK. Djou, CommitteeMember
CouncilmanRod. Tam,CommitteeMember

RE: SpecialBudgetCommitteeMeeting
Monday,April 13, 2009
9:00A.M., CommitteeMeetingRoom
BILL 15 (2009) - EXECUTIVE OPERATINGBUDGET AND PROGRAM

To theHonorableNestorGarciaandMembersof theBudgetCommittee:

My nameis SarahRichardsandI’m presidentof theHawaii TheatreCenterandI’m pleased
to havetheopportunitythis morningto testify in supportof theMayor’s original budgetfor
theMayor’s Office of Culture andthe Arts in Bill 15, of $740,000.

SpecificallyFm hereto urgeyou. to restoretheproposedcutsto thebudgetof MOCA office,
asthosecutswill havedirectbearingon theHawaii Theatre,and ourability to continue
operatinganddeliveringprogramsfor over 100,000 Oahuresidentsandvisitors annually,
5,000public schoolstudentsand50 local non-profitperformingartsand civic organizations.

TheHawaii Theatrehasbeenin a long partnershipwith theCity andCountyof Honolulu
addressingnot only thepreservationof a cultural landmarkin downtownHonolulu,
providingthesecond-largestperformancevenuein theState,offeringa widearrayof
attractions,but veryspecificallyservingasthecatalystfor theeconomicandcultural
revitalizationof Downtown/Chinatown.

Useof theCity fundsarcvital componentsin helpingus to keepthedoorsopen,providing
employmentfor local artistsandprovidea facility widely usedby manyorganizationsto
presentHawaiianshows,ballet, children’sprograms,Broadwayentertainment,classicalmusic
andplays. MISC. COM. 796
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Canyou imaginetheimpacton local restaurants,galleriesandshopsin downtownHonolulu —

that is flow copingwith seriouscrime and drugproblems— if the 100,000patronsthat the
Theatrebringsto its doorannuallywith bright lights andHPD securitywereto disappear?

As we all know, thefiscal crisis hashit all businessesandmostparticularlyimpactsnon-profits
who dependas in ourcaseon 65%of oursupportfrom the publicandprivatesectorsto
survive. The$75,000which theCity andCountyhasawardedto theTheatrehasamultiplier
effect of allowing usto operate,presentshowsandattractions,andcontributesto the general
economy.

Therefore,I urgeyou to restoretheproposedcutsin theMOCA budgetto allow our lightsto
shinebrightly aswegreatlyerthancethe economicandcultural life of ourgreatcity.

Thankyou verymuchfor your consideration..

SarahM. Richards
President
Hawaii TheatreCenter
Ph: 791-1303
sarahrichardsgthawaiitheatre.com


